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Agenda for Today

1. Welcome and Duty of Care

2. Origins – the human side

3. Approach

4. Key insights

5. What can be done?

6. Agreed next steps. 

7. Close



Duty of Care Reminder



Duty of Care Reminder



Some key facts

3,000
deaths each year

3x higher
in males than females

2.5x higher
for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people



Context – Ripple Effect



Origins – Toll Catalyst



Origins – Insights from Toll Data

Drugs and/or alcohol 2%

Speeding 2%

Distraction 2%

Equipment or mechanical failure 3%

Negligent driving 4%

Road infrastructure 5%

Vehicle rollover 6%

What Toll didn’t find

1 July 2007 – 31 December 2016

147
fatalities arising 

from  

127
incidents

97
fatal incidents 

resulting in

117
fatalities



Origins – Insights from Toll Data

• Finding 1: Light vehicle over-

representation

• Finding 2: Correlation with 

contractors & casual drivers

• Finding 3: Natural causes

• Finding 4: Suicide by truck

• Finding 5: Fatigue/WOCL



Origins – Suicide Breakdown

Almost certainly an underestimate

Of 14%

63% Pedestrians 32% Cars 5% Motorcyclists



Norm’s Story



HVTBT Snippet



HVTBT Pack

Overview Facilitator Guide Fact Sheet Poster

Also included is a video, power point and reference sheet.



SRTP Journey



• Stream 1 – Language and Communications – Mindframe

• Stream 2 – Data – Griffith University, Work Occupational Resilience Centre (WORC)

• Stream 3 – Interventions – Griffith University WORC

• Stream 4 – Research
– Impact on third parties – Chartered Institute in Transport Logistics – Australia consortium 

– ID & improve understanding of barriers to interventions – Griffith University Australian Institute for 

Suicide Research and Prevention (AISRAP) 

– National Health  and Medical Research Council - Interventions to Suicide in Public Spaces

• International Insights

– Sweden

– National Highways England

SRTP Project Structure 



Suicide Prevention & RS Social Model

Black Dog Institute National Road Safety Strategy 2021-30



• Stream 1 – Language and communications

– Safe language

– Safe communication

– Communication as prevention, intervention and postvention

• Stream 2 - Data

– Universal (across agencies) data collecting and reporting (internally)

– Inclusion in road trauma reports

– Consideration as a road safety issue

Recommendations



• Stream 3 – Interventions 

– Road infrastructure and technology

– Lessons from rail transport

– Insights into near-miss events

• Stream 4 – Research

– Impact on third parties: Systematic approach to training and risk-management

– Barriers to interventions: Target group, access to means, technology.

– Public spaces: Ongoing work (papers to be shared)

Recommendations



Sweden – Suicide Part of Reporting

Classification scale for road transport fatalities in Sweden. 
Source: Suicide classification in road traffic accident recording -an important part of intervention 
in Sweden (Trafikverket, 2017)

Classification 
criteria

Psychosocial 
examinations

Classification by 
the expert 

group

Classification 
scale

Accident or suicide? Improvement in the classification of suicides among road traffic 
fatalities in Sweden by extended psychosocial investigations, during the years 2010-2019 
(Anna-Lena Andresson, Marcus Sokolowski; 2022)



Potential next steps

1. Austroads to determine appropriate body for data 

collection and release

1. Fatalities (within NRSS 2021-2030)

2. Near miss (required by law in other industries)

2. Develop a resource package to build the resilience of 

truck drivers and those impacted 

3. Session with Sweden data journey and why they view it 

as part of Safe System.
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